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RESENA CRITICA

A STUDY JICTTOWARY OF SOCIAL ENGLISH, W, R, Lee,
rford: Pergamon Fress Ltd., 1983, Pp. vii + 173,

A STUDY DICTIONARY OF SOCIAL ENGLISH is a useful
collection of the most coomon ways of expressing
the "language functions™ in ewverylay English.
Bven though the emphasis is on British English,
there 15 a conetant reference to the most signif-
icant differences between Dritish amd American
wnglish forms.

Tt 15 divided inke two main parts, Part I,
ant 1tled Common Social Situations, lists and extem-
plifies thirty threes Lunctions, Awong the ones
included ara- aldwviging, asking for information,
correcking, hoping, symathlizing, and offering.
One chapter is devoted to sach specific function,
containing thres basic kinds of nformatlon. Firstk,
referance iz made to the wvogst comuon langquags uaged
to express the specific function. For exanple,
in defining aivisjng the author nmentionas forms
sikh as should to, advise [(werb), advise
{noun), think, re,cmmﬁ__'why not as units strong-
ly associated with that fuonction, Second, short
conversation samples are given., They ill.ustrata the
use of the function in difterent. situatwons; ftor
instance, advising is followad by eight Jdialogues
axemplifying the following contexts: advice fran
4 gardener, to an older or experisncel oecson,
to a friend, dentist to matient, in the librarcy,
teacher to shxdaent, oguida o kourists, Third,
exorcises abt the end of sach seckbion are ﬂsupplled
in order to apply the ues of the function introduced,
based on concrete situations. Here 1s an example;
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Samebady asks you for advice on hww to improve
his/her Enalish, What would you say?

Lea alzao includes important sociclinguiskbic
information about differsnces in usags, necessary
For the development of a betber efficiency of comm-
nicaticon when using the English language. Throughowt
the book he clarifies when aone specific linguistic
forme are appropriale in informal, formal or collo-
gquial situations. Attention is also glven to var-
ioms onomnotarichs associated with certain words;
rherefore  he constantly  indicates i a4 woed oo
axpression 1s rude, offengive, polite, impoliks,
ractiul, uwfriendly, oo a tabod.

Tor non-native speakers of English who rarvely
welre exposed to this kype of information during
the'r formmal fraining in the language or who are
5kill unaware of those differences, this dicticnary
is axtramely valuable in the sense thal the contents
lead to 4 more acourate commanilcaticon of meanings.

Pari; 1T, Further Social Situations, It is divid-
ad Into six sections: 1. Modes of Address, which
presants interesting information as o how different
pecnle should be addressed in English, depending
on different sitvations, TI. Birthdavs and other
anniversarias, III, Eating and Drinking, IV,
Greatings, Introducticms axl Leave-takings. V.
Snall Talk, including conmoh camacks about  the
weather, holidays, amd illness, VI. Delicate En-
quiries, providing enkries  wtich are TN I
in most dickicnaries, Among the topics presented
ater  asking about somebody's come, asking abouat
saebody's  occupation, asking aboot  someone's
religion/politics, asking about fanily affairs,
and asking where the bathroon 1s, In gemaral,
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Part II providas a rich scurce of verbal Iancuaces,
Az wall as a wide varisty of behavior and cultural
patterns,

In addition, the book includes a series of
appendices whose purpose 318 to presant othee social
situations also nlaying an unportant role in huaman
tntaraction. Some of these are annoyance and anger,
wishing meople back, and telephoning.  English used
ar pubhlic meetings and travelling is glven as well.
There s a particularly interesting apeendix called
"rapport” expressions, "inbimscy” signels and fillecs,
These azpect’ of the English lamrmiage are rarely
fouxld in rveference bocks or EFL taxtbooks, This
unimque  dicktionary providas  inFormation which is
not available in other =imilar sources.

A Study Dictionary of Social Engligh can be
of special interest for English teachers whn arce
prasantly using texbooks bhased on bhe notional-func-
Lional syllabus, since ibs entries, detailed explana—
tions and dialogue samles can serve as an oxcaAllent
referancs, Besides, for those taachers «ho Jdo not
likm to rely tobally on a specific bexthook, this
gourcebook is an exeellsant tool for suypyplementing
classToom material with additional functions ard
illuslratbive situatlions,

This dictiocnary is a practical means for paedole
interested in refining their socleolinouistic come
petaence ln the comand of the English language,
Tnis competance can only e achiewd if wm arma fa-
miliar with the =ocial ruales of Ianquage use and
social contexts Lo which that languoace s ussd,
Dnly «ilth such an awareness can we use particular
utternoes appropriately, and thus function success-
fully in different contexts, In this sense, Lea's

work is nobt only fascinating, but extremely helpful.
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Comentarlos

En un inkento por derrocar la hegemonia del
tan usado y anticuado matodo Aalio-lingual con
au enfoque conductista, este libro se ha degsarrolia-
do abaracanico la mayor parts de 1os princlnios oomi-
nicativoz gque deben prevalecer en la ensehanza
v aprendizaje de wuna sequda lengua. REete nos
muesbtra un enfoque que s opone a la pasividad,
falta de cmeabividad, aAautomaticidad vy posicidn
ant teamunicat iva de dicho método,

El apresdizaje de una lenqua no se pueds 1llevar
a cabo por malio de mepeticidn de didlogos vy oracio-
nes, de recitacidn de palabras y frases, ni de
antrananients avtomticn en el camblo ¢ combinacion
de patrones gramaticales [ej. "She is a girl---—
Is ahe a girl?"), sino que diche apremdizaje debe
enfocar los aspecios conunicativos del idigma -
laz funciones ("asking about health, telling to
be sericus /ot to 1ie", etol).

Las funcicnes son las necesidades practicas
del use del idioma, Las usamos para llevar a cabxa
Alqan hecho o accidn por medio del lenquaje {usarddo
mlabras o expresiones para logear commicar algo
1 ohtensr una reapeeatal. Por 1o tantn, las reglas
de gramdtica, proounciacien ¥ entonacion del idiomg
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sory BOlo medios para alcanzar una meta, obietivo

o propdsito. Fetas daban sar complapentarias y

g usan para desarrollar determinadas funciones,

A la wez, reflejan el uso de ciertos conceptos

de espacio, tiempo, lugar, etc¢., denaninados noclones,
preposicionas, adjebivos, abo, Estas noclones

feonceptos ¥y reglas del idioma)] conjugadas con

situaciones especificas [(at the library, at the

bank, in the park, etc, ) son elamentos indigspensables
para llevar a caino dichas Funciones.

El enfoque Nocio-Funcional se cige por un
31labo  {contenido programatico) funcional v no
por un silabo gramatical (s el casoe del Audio-
Linqual ¢que define el contenide por la gratica
0 estructura) o situacional [que define =1 contenido
por sitvaciones), El silabo fAuancicnal debe tomar
cono elemento organizador las funciones, por ende
las nociones {(conceptos ¥y reglas) ¥y situaciones
solamente son wmedios para camnicar o alcanZarc
un probdsito.

Arreroe la adopoeldn de an enforque de astas tipo
egtd wi tante lejana an Costa Rica, los principics
cominicativos v lilneamlantos gensrales pueden sec
de gran utilidad para coalguier profesor sin importac
tantn la metodologla seguida.

Cemtenidos del libhro,

1}~-Tha last century in language learning and tech-
ing: a brief overview,

2)-A Funiicnal-Motional Appeoach to language learning.

3)-Planning the curriculum contant.

4 \-Mathodology.

5)-Teaching the dismetre linguistic-rultural features
{cono ensefar la granitica y agspectos culturales).
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6)-Developing the commanicative abilities,

T)-Strataqgies; activities, tasks, tectnigues {tfcni-
cas v recammndaciones para ensefar).

3)-Learning resources and materials of instruction
{cudles vy cdmo se deben usar).

9)-Evaluation (principing, témmicas vy gulas para
la evaluacisn].

NOTh; El 1libro se puads encontrac en la Escuela
de Titeratura y Ciencias del ILengquaje, niversidad
MNarsional, .

Profasor: Oscar Rojas, Area de Inglés, Escuaela
de Literatura, Universidad Macional.
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